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A Joke and a Jeſt, 
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T 5 18 hard t to Py if ome” want of 
. ; 
Appears i in joking, or retorting in, 
But of the two, leſs dang'rous is th' offence 
To raiſe a titter, than a fray commence. 
Some few in that, but numbers err in this, 
To one vile jeſt, there's ten retorts amiſs. 
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Into good humour jokes 80 once ſur- 
pPriſe, 


Now one ſmall gibe brings many harſh 


replies. . RS, 


Our jeſts are like our milkredls; 4 none 
Pleaſe juſt alike, yet each admires his own. 


In jokers as politeneſs is but rare, 

Candour as ſeldom is the jokee's ſhare z 

Both with _ humour ſhould alike be 
bleſt, 


Theſe born to bear, as well as thoſe to jeſt; | 


Let ſuch jeer others, who can. jeſting take, 
And rally freely for amuſement's ſake. 
Jokers are partial to their jokes, tis true, 
But are not * jokees to their anſwer too ? 


Yet 


SHS SSIS +>SS$++ +++ +$$$+% 


® Tokee, a perſon joked upon! beg the critick's pardon for 


taking the liberty to coin this word, but I could not find any 


already made which would ſuit my purpoſe ſo well; beſides, I 
hav- a precedent in jeftibrs, | 
A ccuntry fellow being called as an evidence in a court of ju- 


dicature, in a cauſe where the terms of moregager and mortgagee 


were 
* 
— 
* 
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| con pany ſo ſoon, 


[81] 


Yet if we look more cloſely. we ſhall find 
| Moſt have the ſeeds of humour in their 


ae ; Aeraens whall 
From childhood in ſarcaſtic jeers delight, 
And wou'd be thought to repartee aright; 
But as the brighteſt joke may be miſplac d, 


Or" by ill-timing totally diſgrac'd “, 


So by ill- nature is a jeſt defac'd. 
A pedant term the heat of humour cools, 
And ſome great wits have 1 themſelves 


to fools ; 3 
„ Thefe 


$333 +b5++5>+p$+$$432+$$$$$444+2$$>+4+$- 


were frequently uſed, the judge aſked him if he knew the dif- 
ference between the norigager and mortgagee? Yes, ſaid he, it is 
the ſame as between nodder and noddee ; How is that replied the 
judge ?—Why, you fit there my Lord, ſaid the clown, and L 
nod at you, then I am the nodder, and your Lordſhip the noddee. 


„ The King of Prufſia having invited the French general: 
officers, and other priſoners of rank to ſup with him, the even- 
ing of the memorable battle of November the 5th, 1 757.1 made 
an apology for his not treating them in the manner he could 

wiſh, by ſaying, really, gentlemen, I did not expect ſo much grod 
This was certainly a jeſt miſplaced, finge 


the King's compliment was but bad ſauce to 2 good ſupper. 


<Q 


[16 ] 


Theſe, ſooner than their jeſt, wou'd loſe 


their friend 

Thoſe ancient puns with ables our 
blend; : 

All burn alike who can or cannot joke, 

Who ſqueak like eunuchs, or like-ravens 
croak; 


Blockheads, like wits, are willing to decide, 


And think themſelves upon the laughing 
ſide. e 


If Sgel beare takes his own joke for the beſt, 


1 lere are who pun ſtill worſe than he can 


2 


dome have at firſt for drolls, then punſters, 


paſt, c 
Turn'd biters next, and dullards prov'd at 
„ | 
Some neither can for drolls nor biters paſs, 
Eut muſt as buts be rank'd in folly's claſs 
I boſe water-grucl wits, who make us ſmile, 
To find their jokes upon themſelves recoil] : 
- Inſi- 


—— 
—— — 2 


Lei 
| Inſipid things! one knows not what to call, 
| Unleſs that each is term'd a joker's ball; 
x al hundred ſtrokes wou'd ſcarce their pati- 


ence tire, 
ö Or make them from the fight of words re- 
ET tire; ̃ | 
But you who wou'd farcaſtic merit claim, 
And juſtly bear a merry joker's name, 
Beſure your mirth-exciting talents know, 
How far your ſkill in repartee can go; | 
Ti ime well your blow that you my hit 
your mark, 
| And know your company, and know your 
| ſpark.* 9 
| | | © Reaton 


, * . 


, ».. H- being very mk indebted to ſeveral gentle 
| 45 men of his pariſh, on their deſiring payment, and after having 
| \ been very preſſing a long time for their money, he at laſt told 
them it was out of his power to comply with their demands, 
but if they pleaſed on the following Sunday to favaur him with 
their company at church, he would then propoſe ſomething 
which he hoped they would not be averſe. to; accordingly they 


. 


E 


To him whoſe 

p Tn { 
{ For the moſt brilliant wit cannot prevail, 

Where tenderneſs and ſocial manners fail; 


with woe already 


Want of benevolence when jokes betray, 
The cruel cloud eclipſes wit's bright ray; 
Good-humour only will the jeſter fit, 

So vaſt is ſpleen, ſo hard a mean to hit; 
Not only bounded to the general jeſt, 
But the peculiar ſhou'd in ſmiles be dreſt; 


©©©ECE@Q&T©0C©00C00000CE@@©@@©00@0@000CCoood 


went, and the Dr. choſe for his text the following words, . 
& Have patience and I coil pay you all.” He divided bis ferm 4 


a into two parts, and made a moſt excellent diſcourſe on the firft t 
: | part, « Have patience” — when coming to the ſecond, 7 quill pay 
| & you all, he cloſed his bock, and very gravely told them, He 
| muſt defer that to another ofportunity. The Doctor certainly knew 
bis company, for ſome ſurly fellow upon ſuch an occaflon 5 


would have retorted with a writ, 


43 | 
By one harſh joke which makes the worthy 
* fore, pede ke belt 
We loſe the fame good nature cain'd before; 
A real wit is ſure to gain renown; - 
When poliſh'd ſmiles his pointed: ſatires 
crown, e 
Firſt follow: nature, that attractive dame; 
A ſimple elegance will merit fame. 
Embelliſhments of art are not fo bright, 
As modeſt nature's unaffected light; 
A ſtudied: jeſt ſome pleaſure may. impart; 
Spontaneous nature wins both head and 
heart; . | 
The real wit from nature's ſtore provides, 
Aims without malice, without ſpleen derides 
So in ſome fair machine of curious make, 
The wheels their motion from the artiſt 
take 3 i | | 1 
And while the artift is perhaps unknown, 7 
The curious movement ſeems as. if their 


— 


own, 


Same 


| [ 14 4 
Some who have wit, and in Bou-mots delight, 
Want twice as much to aim their jeſt aright ; 
For wit and ſenſe together ſeldom meet, | 
Though meant coneomitants like ett and 
heat ; 


s F 
7 


- 


The manner of a gift more joy beſtow 

Than from the gift itſelt, than . 
flows; 

A * effect from well- aims jelts we find, 

Which mend at once and gratify the mind.“ 

The ancient ruſtic jeſt is nature ſtill, 


= | But Nature only in her e 

1 

3 - 13 IHE - - 
1 W . : | 

; o e os 


* William the bhohetor having a " tedious fir of illneſs that | 
confined him to his chamber a great while, the French King 
faid ſcoffingly to his courtiers, . The King of England lies wery 
& long in child-bed 3 of which being told, he merrily anſwered, 
ec When I am churched, there ſhall be a thouſand lights in France,” 4 
alluding to the tokens women were uſed to carry when they: | | 
were churched in Popiſh countries; and he made his words good,. 


2 
. 
j 
*& * 
bal 
F 
44 
1 of 
on 
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for preſently after his recovery he waſted the F rench frontiers 


with fire and ſword, Contempterous Jefts are often attended with 


e. 8 


The modern 3 moſt ' pointed a_ molt 


prized, © 
Are nature dreſt, but not by art diſguis d. 
The vulgar ear Hibernia's jeſts delights, 
Who turns to blunder all her merry flights; 
She knew incongraows you weu's 1 | 
the croud, 
So gave her A i thoſe bulls 
aloe 7-00 00 nt 6 125 
Behold her ſons perpetually miſtake, 


And one idea for another take; 
But of ungrateful to avoid the ſlur, 
They give to us what they derive from her. 


Imported bulls the grinning rabble pleaſe, 
Hibernian lawyers blunder for their fees; 
Hibernian actors blunder on the ſtage, 
And, while derided, look immenſely ſage. 
The Engliſh, proud what's bad to imitate, ; 
In Iriſh accent Britiſh blunders prate; 
Againſt Hibernia's ſons her weapons turn, 
And at the mighty blurder-maſters ſpurn; 
. So 


4 „ 0 wu 
So when a maſter-painter ſhews his ſkill, 

Vile davbers copy, and expreſſion kill; 
Bold gib cenceit concerning taſte they prate, 


And at each word daſh out ſome maſter trait. 
Some all their wit in jingling puns corivey; 
The dull are much leſs ee, than 


they; 3 | 
And ſome there are who never made a yoke, 


Give rules ro Jelly and how oP *. be 


ſpoke. 5 61 2 251 
Theſe tortur'd ſenſe TY ee expreſſion 
ſcrew, 


And theſe teach others a 2 nefer . 


knew. 


You then who wou'd wich x jſt bog L 


pleaſe, 


To pointed wit un elegance and caſe · 


echt | 
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% In the following jeſt, good ſenſe, politeneſs, humanity, 
and delicacy, all cembine to make it excellent. 
King 


S 
3 — 


— — 
— 


x 17 J 


Decorum ſtudy, fowing languagg ſean, 


Preciſely know the temper of your man z 
Without theſe aids attend you. in the ſtroke, * 


| You'll ſneer indeed—but not politely joke; 
Let reaſon's laws reſtrain ill-narure* 8 flight, 


And graceful delicacy vanquiſh ſpite. 


When merry ri tun d 15 yacouth 


jeſt, 
Nature appear d, but nature badly dreſt; 


Perhaps he ſeem'd above che foppiſh grace : 


Of tinſel arts embelliſhing grimace ; 


f : 


Succeeding wits Pperceiy'd | by cuſtom? s 


clauſe, 


They muſt adopt refinement” s various laws; ko 


To natu re decent garments gave a grace, 
And might adorn her beauties—not deface. 


| King Fobn being ſhewed a ſtately monument erected over the 
grave of a nobleman who had rebelled againſt him, and being 
adviſed to deface it, anſwered, © No, no, I wiſh all my enemies 
were as bonourgbly buried. 
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Peculiar charms : a jeſt from manner gan, . 
Ambiguous | terms | the mode of ſpeech ex- 


[ 


plain; : 


| From time and. Place each ſtroke of wit re- ; 


m— 
Beauties that brilliancy ts neer gives: 
If where the Joke not far enough extends, 


(For real jokes have always certain ends) 
| Perſons not pointed at conceive diſguſt, | 


The cap they merit—to beſtow is juſt. . 
A man of ſenſe, a nearer way to take, 
May artfully decline the beaten tract; 
The pointed jeſt of common dreſs diſrobe, 
And ſeem to heal the wound he means to 
probe. | þ | 

A veteran jeſter may ſometimes offend 


Againſt the maxims by experience penn'd 
But let no vulgar wit ſuch things attempt, 


Or fancied fame will fink into contempt. 
Born 


19 * 


Born to gags 2d praftivd in Su, 
oy humour'd jokes the v wits of France 


" deſpiſe; —_* 
For with an eafy air they wy beſt 


The poignant | incer, and complimental 


"Jeſt. * 13 


Malicious praiſe that gives the keeneſt 


„ 
And panegyric that corrodes the heart ; 
All decent 9 their double E 


crufſn, 
Effeck the ill; ye not excite a blut; 


eee 


* 8 18 one morning 5 a 3 Was aſked | 
to ſtay dinner, which he accepting of, the other ſtepped into the 
next room, and told his wife he had invited the doctor to dinner, 
and defired ſhe would provide ſomething. extraordinary; bere- 
upon ſhe began to murmur and ſcold, and made a thouſand 


words, till at laſt her huſband, provoked, proteſted if it was not 
for the ſtranger in the next room he would kick Her out of 


doors, upon which the Doctor, who had heard all that had 
paſt, ſteps out crying, I beg, Sir, you will make no ſtranger of. 


Le C 2 But 


„ 
But be it, Britain, thy ſuperior praiſe, 
To vanguiſb folly while a ſmile you raiſe ; 
To ſhield the mental from the feeling ſenſe, 
Nor ſuffer mirth at modeſty's expence. 
Euer ſince a jeſt was introduc'd on earth, 
Conceit has been the greateſt bane to mirth ; 
A vain opinion will ſupply the place 
Of nature, genius, elegance, and grace ; 


And though the ſelf-applauded fool appears, 


An aſs, deficient only i in his ears, . 
Yet he himſelf opines he ſhould be plac d 
In the firſt ranks of elegance and taſte, 
A trifling genius is a dangerous thing, 
It mends not manners tho! it leaves a ſting 3 
Raſhly to try untutor'd humour bent, 
We joke unthinking, and compel'd repent. 5 
A man of ſenſe will judge each witty ſtroke, 
With the ſame ſpirit that its author ſpoxe; 
Nor ſeck in minute parts ſlight faults to 
find, $5 
And leave the eſſence of the jeſt behind; 
But 


woe! in ſuch jeſts af ——— x phaſe nor 
hurt, | 

When fly coxcombs l malice 
wes 

Yawn not, bur let the ary — 
ring, 

Not at the wit but folly of the . 

Whoever thinks a faultleſs jeſt to hear, 

Thinks what ne'er was—anor is—nor ſha 
appear. 

In every joke regard che jokers end, * 

If wit, the elegant, and poignant blend; 


<s 


* Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, a. great favonrite-of” 
Harry the Eighth, married that King's ſiſter, the Queen Dow- 
- ager of France, having been the wife of Lewis the XIIIth; his 
aſpiring to ſe great a Princeſs, ſhewed an extraordinary ambition, 
and drew upon bim the envy of the courtiers 3 3; to abate this in 
ſome degree, without derogating too much from his own dignity 
and merit, he made uſe of a pretty device; for at tournament in 
koncur.of bis nuptials, he appearcd- in the liſts with trappings 


3 VVV 

. And if the tenor of the joke delight, / 
A trivial or a caſual error ſlight... 
A decent Quaker, temp' rate in his jon, 
Who hated coxcombs as he hated toys; 
In praiſe of filence eminently loud, 

Vain of humility—of plainneſs proud; 
Was brought” with eaſe, by repartee-or jeſt, 
To doat upon what elſe he wow'd deteſt. 

Bleſt with a ſon deelining days to chear, 


And happy in two hundred pounds a : 
"year; "$i | 
1 | Plac'd out his darling boy to learn a trade, 
: |. | To friend Ezekiel Sly, a cunning blade : 5 
4 Sly taught the boy his buſineſs bit by bit, | 
| | | But made him perfect in a roguiſh wit. 


on bis horſes, half frize, half cloth of gold, having this motte 


entroidered thereon : 


p | TD 

Cloth of gold do not deſpiſe, 1 
Tho? thou'rt match'd with cloth of frize; | 
Cloth of irize be not too buld, | 
Tho thou'rt match'd with cloth of gold. | 
lhe 


— 2 — ap * 


8 1 > — — 2 * 
, n 


ki 23 1 
The boy with prudent. ſhrugs, and artful 
ſneers, 
A wonder of ſagacity appears z 
His ſeeming great deſert to recompence, 
And animate to future diligence, 
A ſuit of cloaths is order'd to be angie 
To decorate our hy pocritic blade; 
The fon, whoſe vanities were not a few, 
Had much more taſte than what his father 
knew; | | 
And as the cloaths were order'd to be 
plain, | - 
He lac'd them from his own illicit gain; 
The honeſt father, who deteſted beaus, 
Demanded how he come to wear ſuch 
cloaths ? 
Sir, I created them, the wag 3 | 
Created them ! ſay how, the father cries ; 
With an arch ſneer, rezoin'd the cunning 
blade, 
J ſaid let them be made, and they wore 


A par- 


[12053 


Pardon was fign'd upon the lack 
ſtroke, 

And anger fled before the artful . K 
The fon well knew before in lace he dreſt, 
His father's hobby horſe to be a jeſt. 
Some to the merry lye their taſte confine; 
And fancy great abſurdities will ſhine; - 
But thoſe who think ſuch. lies their purpoſe 

NE: — | 
Muſt think a monſter will appear a wit; 
The real joke, or repartee, or jeſt, 
Is only nature to advantage dreſt; 


A ſtroke of wit whoſe force at once we find 


Which gives the folly juſt the laſh. de- 
ſign d.“ | ry 
Who? 
— 
*A Hs AED who neither yo a good voice nor ſkill in 
finging; yet thought every one admired him, ofter obſerved an 


old woman to sell a crying when the pſalm was ſinging, for 


_ which one day he afk=d her before ſome of the chiciett of the 


Houſe, what moved her to weep fo, whea the palm wa £nging ? 
Alas! Sir, ald ſhe, when Llived in the country * ny huf- | 
| | band: 


Ts} 
| Who 1 n of ir goat julb 
bi vain, 
He pleaſes moſt who is both 88 
1 plain; 5 5 
Others for pans the name bf wit confound, 
And quit the ſenſe to follow tinkling found. 
The ſtile of jokes, as well as time and 
place, 
Should be obſery'd, to conſtitute true 
011 ee e 
A genteel jeſt on clowns is thrown away, 
And clownifh wit at court would loſe the 


8 7 * 0 ˖ : 1 ? 5 4 I % 
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| band, we had the misfortune to loſe a the-aſs, which was very 
profitable to ud, and your voice doth ſo much reſemble hero, 
that every time I hear you fing, temen ITY to 
1 of the poor creature, | ; 


4 


26 1 
— Gerrit oh 
praiſe, 
But where they ought. to vt. they but 
amaze; 
We loſe the jeſt, while 1 we conſult the 
- phraſe $1773 no . 
Such labour'd nothings often Wale us ſtare, 
en not the ſhadow of a meaning's 
there. 
Moſt by the look give ſentence on 1 
„ | | 
If the look's grave—no matter kow expreſt; 
The wink of archneſs— the conceited leer, 
The toſs ſignificant, and bridle queer; 
The limbs diſtotted, the poſition odd, 
The twiſted features and ſarcaſtic nod; 
Though feeble haws their yawning efforts 
join, 
And ten low hums bid ens ſenſe de- 


cline: 


Who 


I 
Who can endure the ſame un varying tone; 
As if the tongue was lab'ring with a drone 3 
That when the end lets b out of 
thrall, | | 
The jeſter is the — jeſt of all. 


Tis not enough, no > rudeneſs gives of. 


* 


fence, 

A poliſh'd diction muſt enhance the ſenſe 

Keen is the jeſt which with politeneſs flows, 

It charms the object e it wou d ex- 
poſe*, 


But when low gides in . uses : 


roar, 
Recoiling they the rude inventor gore, 


eee 


* A nobleman having preſented King Charles II. with a 


fine horſe, his Majeſty bid Killigrew, who was preſent, tell him 
what his age was 3 whereupon Killigrew goes and examines hie 
tail ; what are you doing ? ſays the King; that is not the place 
to find out his age. O, Sir, ſaid Killigrew, your Majeſty knows 
one ſhould never lool @ gift Lorſe in the mouth. 
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When pedants aim the antique 2 to 


tdthroy, | 
Affected garments technic terms Ua; 3 


Unlike good-humour elegantly plain, 


- Which Probes the vicious n but gang 


| no pain. 
Avoid extremes, and. Mun the faul with 
care, 
Of ſuch as raſhly ach 8 
Nor at a keen retort conceive offence, 
And magnify the ſpleen of ſelf-defence ; "3 


4 


Some double meanings, others nuns deſpiſe, - 


Sarcaſtic jeers, or ſtrokes ironic prize: 
Thus each as paſſion or opinion guides, 
On wit as beauty partially decides ; 


To fix bright fancy on one ſpot preſumes, 
Whole beams extended, ey'ry part illumes. 


Some who for jokes are never at a ſtand, 
Steal all their wit—and jeſt at ſecond hand; 


But 


— — 


But wit at ſecond a wil ſometimes fall, | 


Then in its ſtead pert nonſenſe muſt pre- 
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Vvoail; . 
We ſee the dull eh „ 
And oft the wit by being ſingular; 
Thoſe are ſo ſcorn'd by theſe, that thro· 


mere ſpite, | | 


Theſe will be wrong, if thoſe by chance be 


right; ; 
Againſt conviction infolently: prate, 


And loſe the cauſe by n 7 5 


So forgers uſe their writing talents ill, ti 
And are but hang'd for having too much 
| | {kill —— | | 


»A rich farmer's ſon, who had been bred at the Univerſity, 


coming home to viſit his father and mother, and being ane night 
at ſupper with them on a couple of fowls, he told them, that 


by 
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To ſom* what's: bright at noon is dull at 
Pp, HBO P 
But yet they think the laſt o opinion woke: 
Theſe wit eſteem, ike .children 0 for 
18 play, 1 

What's priz d this hour, the next is:thrown 


away; 


While their weak brains, in raptures with 
each tale, 5 
Waver like weathercocks with ev'ry gale; 


The reaſon of ſuch fickleneſs explore, 8 
They'll tell you't that Hy wiſh than be- 


fore; 


eee eee 


by logie and 3 be could prove thoſe t two fowls: to be 
threes, well Jet ve hear, {aid the old map ha ehe 
ſcholar, is one; and this, continued he, is two; two and one, you 
know, make three: ſince you have made it out ſo well, ſaid the 
old man, your mother ſhall have the firſt fowl, I will have the 
ſecond, and the third you may take for your great learning. | 


| I 
* Bf 


Er thus they Rill ; improve in Har career, 


They'll ſoon. as beige as | wiſdom $ ſel 


4 


appear. 


When James a run reign di in. Elias 


& 


| ſtead, 


Falſe wits in ſhoals this bedant The o'er- 


ſpread . 


Who 9 85 on words, with moſt Rakes | ; 


N 


kill, 
Was deem'd as bleſt with wond'rous v wit at 


— * * 7 4 4 : ö 


The lawyer quibbled and the parſon punn'd; 


Oft leaving what is naturally ſpoke, 


The current faſhion proves the ready joke f 7 


And punſters think it neither ſhame nor ſin, 
To pour out nonſenſe if f it raiſe a z grin. ET 
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By all degrees of men'true wit was ſhunn' d, 
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E . 
Same fain wou'd make, whoſe wodeſtys 
but ſmall, | 


Their own « conceptions be a 4 for all; 
And fondly, like opiniated elves, 
Think they praiſe others when "I praiſe 
| themſelves. CS | | 
Pride, envy, dullneſs, nf Sterne 3 * | 
In lordlings, coxcambs, wou 'd- be · wits and 
beaus; 
But wit ſurmounted each attack of ſpleen, 
And ſmiles extorted &en from dulneſs* 


queen; 5 | = ' 
a Might he return to \ bleſs once more our 
In Ms 
N Blockheads wou'd criticize, and fools 
j | revile ; 5 | 
1% Or, ſhould Cervantes arr up into life, 


' Pullards wou'd quickly ſhew their ce 


2 rife ; | ; Ns 


a1; 1 
Envy will like a bailiff way-lay merit, f 1 
Rut ſtill it proves with genius it had credit. 9 
Soon as the brilliant jeſt you comprehend, j 
Be prompt to ſmile, and foremoſt to com- 4 
mend! | | 
Leſt it ſhould ſeem 5 you re by envy. N 1 
Or want of ner W your tongue. | 4 
Short is the date of jokes that turn on E f | 
words, | 


As winter 1 or as autumn birds 3 
Then not on ſound alone but ſenſe depend, 
Which will from time the brilliant thought 
„ een | 
| . in which ſome men delight, 
Atone not for the anger they excite; 
In youth 'tis ae that N to 
ſpleen, e e 
In age thro? petulance the ſame is ſeen; 
| : D 3 e 
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What is the ſpleeniſh jeſt, ill-nature's toy, 


With which we love our neighbour to annoy; 


is moſt our enemy when moſt fevere, 2 


And makes the rancour of the ſoul appear; 
Friendſhip is hard to gain, and loſt with 
eaſe ; i 
Then ceaſe to irritate, and aim to pleaſe; 
You are by ſuch malicious jeſt or pun 
Sure to be hated, and ſometimes undone: 
If wit from folly ſo much undergo, 
Ah! Iet not malice too commence her foe; 


Brilliant good-humour'd wit demands ap- 


plauſe 


*Good- humour, tho? leſs brilliant, praiſes 


draws ; 3 


Now 


{ 


* Three jovial tars, enjoying themſelves over their bottle, 
happened to be talking of haypineſs, one ſwore if he could but 
| : have 


— 


% et ES 
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| | 
| | | 
[ i al d gain 5 : 
| Now by ilt-nature each wou'd gain a name, 
. And ſpurn at others to procure a fame; 
N Thus while each jeſter has malicious fits, 
is , - 0 « 
| Fools laugh to ſee the ſparring war of wits. 
| RE | 6 
| What ſilly means by cuſtom are allow'd, } 
To gain the plaudits of a gaping crowd; E 
| Then let good-humour be thy glorious | 4 
| Nor be he jeſter in the ſneerer loſt ; = 
1 
have three ike he ſhould be the happieſt fellow in the ! 7 \ 
| his companions aſked what they would be; he anſwered, for his | 


| firſt wiſh, be would have all the brandy in the wvorld 3 a noble 
with, ſaid they 3 well, what's your next? why for the next with, 
1 would bave all the tabaces in the wvorld ; by 6 that's a nobler 

| Bill; well, what's your laſt ? after ſome pauſe, he replied with 


* . er, 
* 
1 Good · 
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Good ſenſe ſhould to benevolence ſubmit, 
And finiling candour nn n 


wit. 


*. 


But if in men of wit fora ws of 


ſpleen, 


Join'd with the ruling pation, gil; are 
ſeen; 


Diſcharge that rancour to 0 che ti dnes, 


$43 


Not on {mall follies, but notorious crimes ; 

For jeſts obſcene no pardon can be found, 

Tho' in the ſentence wit and art abound ; 

But dull obſcenity muſt ſurely prove 

| Ridiculous as eunuchs making love. 

In Charles's eafy but laſcivious reign, 

When wit turn'd libertine in 8 3 
train; 

Each courtier poliſhed a nd eld his jel, 

But ſtill the thought indecently expreſt 


3 
Fg, 
3 5 All 


tak 


All but Roſcommon, who with many pride 

Maintain'd a noble fight on virtue's ſide; 

And in the liſt of fame theſe lines en- 
"wore, - 


Which ſhould be wrote in charadhers of 


gold; 
« Immodeſt words admit of no o defence, 


For want of decency is want of fenſe. 
| When the weak James the e a 


the throne, rk 
Each prieft thought proper genius to 
diſown; 


Purg d of obſcenity the luſcious jeſt, 
And in a. pious garb the quibble dreſt; 


But 


This puts me in mind of the ſtory of a country curate, who 


being willing to compliment his patron's lady, who was then 
in the church, and had lately recovered from a ſevere fit of ill- 
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But then through zeal they Purge the Wit: 
away, 

And clouds of e bid Apollo J ray; 5: 

While the unme waning, and. obſcure war 


* 


prais'd, 
An univerſal Lond Keenneſs raised 3 


Thus bigot fools, exalted i into. peers, 


Impriſon'd wit—and ſometimes. n her 
£ Fo k 8 Y i 


ears. 1 5 


7 * 


To fare wit to put in 1 any 3 ; 


To ſtartle Europe with ſome ſudden 1 


To him appear d the moſt eſſential joke; — 


ae οο οονοοοοοννοο σονιο οοανιοι οοðie e οοοο e 


neſs, ſaid very gravely in the reſponſes, God leſs bin lady (in- 
dead of woman): The clerk, not to be behind-hand with the 
curate in manners, replied, Tho e ber E 5 my in thee, 


TY 


His wit was tun. 5 if rightly we explore. 
To make a field but not a table roar | 
With ſwords his. nem ies from grief bs 
fred, bo 
With mortars punn' 'd, with 1 par: 
. 
His bon· mots bomhz—his quibble hidden 
mines, : 
And his ſupreme enjoyment, martial lines; 3 
Oft times his fame hath, in the darkeſt E 
5 night, Ze - 
Amaz'd all Europe 1 a * of light; 
But all his foes declare his jokes were ſuch, 
As could not pleaſe his polird neighbours, 


3 much. 


Anna, i in whom all female virtues cone, | 
| Secur'd by arms her art embelliſh'd throne ; > | 
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4 The ſcholar's time now | martial labours > A F 
| | ſhare, 5 q | 
| Wit followed amps, and backe for glory | | 
1 : there; ; f 
N While he to a 4 carnage gave 
k; delight 
| | Appear'd the ſtudious, learned, and polite. . 
} Thus in commanders wit and prowels ſeen, 
8 Conduc'd to raiſe the glory of the queen; 1 : 
q | The luſtre of all former annals drain, 
5 You'll deem this reign the moſt immortal 7 
I | reign. | ; 
: i Now faction riſes—now the arts decline, 
þ | And fol's bright beams with fainter luſtre | 
: by 45 ſhine ; 

Oh! r may once more the happy age appear, 


When wit was poliſh'd and the jeſt ſincere; 

When humour, not pedantically crude, : | 
. Scorn'd to be low, and hated to be rule; 
N | | Nor 


* 
—— 


„ E l 1 


Nor ſuffer d public rage nor party ſpite, 
To baniſh pleaſure from the ſocial. night; 


Convivial joys ſhall then each Briton bleſs, 


And prudence baniſh malice and exceſs. 


F ; 5 | , a" bu 3 2 


One Captain Broughton, (who lived by his wits) viſiting 2 
friend in the Tower, about dinner-time, his friend being abſent, 
in his walk he ſaw divers diſhes of meat and bottles of wine, car- 
ried up to'a Lord's lodging, and immediately after followed the 
gueſts, amongſt whom the Captain puts in with the reſt, and ſits 
down to dinner, where he eat and drank feely ; ; but the Lord had 
often an eye upon this ſtranger, and ſeeing him very familiar, after 
dinner, he enquired of the gueſts, whoſe relation he was: which 
the Captain hearing, boldly ſalutes him in theſe words, - My Lord, 
do you know me?—No indeed, faid the Lord; quoth the Cap- 
tain, ſure you do my Lord, for you and I have been in all the pri- 


ſons in England: — How! ſaid my Lord, ( never Wwas in any but 
| this of the Tower in my life; — True, my Lord, | anſwered the 


Captain, and I have been in all the reſt, At which jeſt my Lord 
and Company laugh'd heartily, and ſaid he was welcome. 
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Whene' er your jeſts offend, your jeſting | 
cCeaſe, | 
And ſpeak with difidence &'en when they 
„ 
Without TEE breeding jeſts would irkſome 
grow, 
Politeneſs friends creates, but makes no 
foe ; 1 5 | 


: Think not true wit . jeſting will be 


mov'd, 
Who merit praiſe can bear to be "FR 
When you'd bring folly to the teſt of rules, 
You place yourſelf on footing with the 
fools ; | 
Then let the brainleſs but conceited ſkull, 
Be vain unſcourg'd, and uncorrected dull; 
Blockheads with wit you'll ne'er from folly 
call, 
For who can joke ſo long as they can bawl ? 
Never 


PEP Om 


| 8 „ 1 
5 Never to malice proſtitute you name, 1 
4 Nor think the plaudirs of your ſpleen are | 
[EE fame. : 1 
| Give me the man whoſe wit neer gain'd 1 
71 „ ; ; 
| Who ſhoots politeneſs from good-humour's N 
| bow ; f 
| Who lets no joke with ſocial manners claſh, 1 
hut gives impartially the ſmiling laſh; | \ 
Fe Candour with poliſh'd wit in him unite, | 
a At once to blend i improvement and delight; - ' 
If one accompliſh'd thus by chance A a N 
| | Embrace him to grocure a mental treat. | 
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The Joke and the Jeſt 
In ſmall compaſs expreſt. 


Lie is a Je. 
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The mighty monarch on bis throne, 
Pretends his royal breaſt 


Beats for his ſubjects good alone, 


It often beats in jeſt. 
£45115 ho 
I'll ſerve you all I can, good Sir, 
By courtiers is expreſt; 
I bow, and from their preſence ſtir, 
The promiſe is a jeſt. | 


: / 
: 50888888 


® In Jeſt and Joke, the Wiſe agree, 
The world in miniature we ſee. 


Wm, eras" 


. 
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III. 
The briſk coquet politely ſwears 
That love n&er touch'd her breaſt, ©: 
But her encreaſing ſhape declares 
Her vows are but a jeſt. 
” V 
Look all around, obſerve the great 5 
With goods of fortune bleſt, 
Unhappy in their high eſtate, | 
Their bliſs a trivial jeſt. 


"JOKE. 


2 


E 4 1 


1 $a 


3 
The wily ſubject too pretends 
His ſtratagems to cloak, 
That he diſintereſted bends, 
But, oh! he breaks a joke. 


1 
The levee-hunter gave his praiſe 
To all his lordſhip ſpoke, 
But ſaid he any witty phraſe ? 
No, —that is all a joke. 


III. The 


token 1. 
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THE. 

The ſwain avers, with tongue quite glib, 
His vow ſhall ne'er be broke, 

But ſoon a moſt egregious fib, 

Declares him but in joke. 


EV. 


The poor and mean again obſerve, 
Who feel Fate's heavy ſtroke, 5 
With mirth abounding, tho? they ſtarve, ; f | 
Till death concludes the joke. | 
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AUGHING is that noble faculty 
which diſtinguiſhes man from ' beaſt, 
which ſhews the rationality of the foul, 


that can be moved independent of the . 


ſenſes; it is the mark of reaſon, the badge 
| of 


„ r 1 
of good-humour, and the ſign of mirth. 
Shakeſpeare ſays, 
«c The man. who bath not muſic in himſelf, 
« And is not mov'd with concord of ſweet ſounds, 


& Ts fit for treaſons, ſtratagems, and ſpoils,” 


And we may with as great truth affirm, 
that 5 | 
The man who is not of a merry mind, 


And is not mov'd to laughter by a joke, 
Is fit for treaſons, ſtratagems, and ſpoils. 


It is ſaid of the Roman Caſius, that 


6 He ſeldom ſmil'd, or ſmil'd in ſuch a ſort, | 
«- A; if he ſcorn'd himſelf that could be moy'd 
To ſmile at any thing.“ | 


Now this fellow Caſſius always lived a 
melancholy life, and at laſt died a mur- 
derer; 


* 


* L 33 1 
derer; but the man who lives laughing 
generally dies in his bed, as A: man 
With 1900 to _— we bol 
conſider three 88 8 DOE) 


Who laughs 


The Perſon Who is laughed at 985 : 
And what che laughing is about 


— 


8 "Wile a man tells a tale, or eee a 
jeſt, he ſhould laugh inwardly, and enjoy 
the Joke, i in his mind more than his coun- 
tenance z for the man who laughs aloud 
| at his own joke, is in the court of Comus 
| | looked upon as a fool. The Emperor of 
1 | Perſia, of whom is am going io relate a 

F pretty 


— — — — - 
* 


„ 
pretty tale, 1 will be bound to ſay, en- 
joyed his own joke upon the occaſion much 
better with a ſerious countenance, than he 
could have done with diſtorted features, 


and a thouſand ha! ha! hal has! 


Sha Abbas, the renowned King of Perſia, 


was the moſt accompliſhed Prince in all 


the Eaſt; it happened that a Turkiſh 
ambaſſador one time at his court, being 


much concerned to ſee Chriſtians, as well 


as Mahometans, wearing green ſhoes and 
trowſers over all Perſia; he in the name 
of his maſter, required the King to forbid 
his ſubjects any longer to profane a colour 
which all true mahometans ought to have 


a greater veneration for; that the King 


knew very well, chat it being the Pro- 
Peers 


1 
phe's peculiar colour, it did not become 
the happy obſervers of his law to cover 
any part of the body therewith, but only 
the head, or at leaſt the more decent part b 
of the body above the waiſt; it being an ; 
inſuppor table contempt to trample under 
foot a colour ſo ſacred, as his ſubjects not 
only did, but alſo the Giacers, or Chriſ- 
tians, the Jews, and all other infidels and 


impure nations in his dominions. f 


Sha Abbas perceived the foll y F- his 
diſcourſe, and ſo reſolved to make a jeſt 
of it; he made ſhew of conſenting to the 
Grand Signior's deſire, and prom; fed the 
ambaſſador that he would take care to 


order that his ſubjects ſhould no longer 


prophane the Prophet's colour, hoping 
"DB 2 the 


56% 


the Grand 1 would iſſue out the ſame 


orders over his dominions. 


For, ſaid the King, your maſter bebe | 


every day a greater prophanation of that | 


colour, and yet lets it go unpuniſhed ; my 


ſubjects only wear the colour dead, upon 
their ſhoes and trowſers, but all the beaſts 
in Turkey dung without any penalty 


upon the graſs, which is the living colour 
that Mahomet loved ; therefore if he will 


prohibit all the beaſts in his empire from 


defiling the green graſs with their excre- 


ments, which they do continually, then I 


will take care that my ſubjccts ſhall wear 


green no longer. 


- 


The ambaſſador, finding the Emperor 


did but deride his folly, withdrew filently 


from 
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from the preſence, and left the Perſians 


to their own liberty, RT. 1 


When a mother tells you a merry ſtory, 
you may he allowed to make a little noiſe 


in laughing, ſince it is a kind of compli- 
ment to the ſpeaker, and à grinning ap- 


probation of his ſtory; but never break 
into the middle of a ſtory by laughing, 


ſince the interruption is very diſagreeable, 
both to the ſpeaker and auditors f beſides, 


you ought to ſave all your merry ammu- 
nition for the end of the tale. : 
Laughing not only increaſes the good 


humour of ſociety and promotes good fel- 
lowſhip, but is of infinite ſervice to the 


healch—and has ſometimes ſav'd the life 


of ſick perſons, as the n ſtory will - 


pr Ove. 


Doctor 5 
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Doctor Radcliffe was remarkable for a ſud- 


den thought in extraordinary caſes: he was 
once ſent for into the country, to a gentle- 


man who was dangerouſly ill of a quincey, 


and the Doctor ſoon perceived that no ap- 


plication internal or external would be of 


any feryice, upon which he deſired the lady 
of the houſe to order her cook to make a 


large haſty pudding, and when it was done, 
to let his fervant bring it up;—while the 


cook was aLout it, he takes his man aſide, 


and inſtructed him what to do; by and by 
the man brings up the pudding in great 
order, and ſets it on the table, in full view 
of the patient. Come, John, ſaid he, you 
love haſty pudding, eat ſome along with 
me, for I believe you came out without your 


breakfaſt, Both fall to with ſpoons, but 
Hons John's 


. 
John? s ſpoon going twice to his mouth to 
his maſter's once, the Doctor takes occa- 
on to quarrel with him, and dabs a ſpoon- | 
ful of hot pudding in his face ;—John re- 
ſents it, and throws another at his maſter ;z— 


tis puts the Doctor in a paſſion, and quit- 
ting his ſpoon, takes it up by handfuls, 
and throws it at his man, who battles him 
| again in the ſame manner, till they were 
both of them all over in a moſt woeful 
pickle the patient who had a full view of 
the. ſkirmiſh, was fo tickled at the fancy, 
_ that he burſt into a laughter, which broke 

: the quincey, and cured 1272 


Laugh and be fat, is a common faying, 
therefore I would recommend laughing to 


the conſumptive, all conditioned, and ſple- 


i & ] 1 
netic, as a certain cure for their diſorders: 
if you are laughed at, don't be angry, that 
will but encreaſe the laughter of thoſe who 
jeer you, — but try to retort jeſt for jeſt, 
and joke for joke, and if a ſtory is told to 
expoſe any of your follies, amend by the 
tale; and at the ſame time tell a ſtory, if 
you can, to expoſe ſome folly peculiar to 
the perſon who attempted to expoſe you, 
that he may improve by it likewiſe. Thus 
laughing will be of mutual benefit; and 

good humour and inſtruction go hand in 
band. 5 | 


A retort has great force, ſince. it takes 
away the ſting of a former jeſt, and eſta- 
bliſhes your reputation for a ready turn of 
wit. e 
1 85 Thus 
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Thus when the pay of a certain regiment ; 
m France had been kept back for a long 
time, one of the Captains belonging to it, 
being greatly puthed for money, and much 
difcontented, went to the Colonel, and ſaid, 
three words with you, Sir, Money or Diſ- 
charge. The Colonel immediately replied, 
four with you, Sir, — neitber one nor bother. 


But the beſt way not to be ſour when 
joked upon, is to try to gain ſuch an aſcen- 
dency over your paſſions, as to be always 
in a good humour with yourſelf,--for which 
. purpoſe, take the following ſtory. 


A beautiful young roving God went into 
a nation of humpback people; when he 
| entered 
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entered the capital he was ſurrounded by a 
multitude of the inhabitants, who derided 
and taunted at him moſt unmercifully, and 
would have proceeded to greater violence, 
| had not one wiſer than the reſt, cried out, 
„my friends and countrymen | what are 
vyou going to do let us not inſult chis 
% unhappy piece of deformity,—if heaven + 
e has laviſh'd upon us all the gifts of 
« beauty; if it has adorn'd our backs with 
« a mountain of fleſh, —let us be filled | | 
« with gratitude, repair to the temple, and | 
« tura thanks to the Immortal Gods.” 
This is the Hiſtory of human vanity ; for 


to ſucceed in any country, we muſt carry. 
| 1 


0 1 
the hump of the nation into which we * 1 
3 travel. ; 1 
That | 
Ill humour may ceaſe, 
And laughing encreaſe, 
Is the fincere Wiſh of 
i= | SAMUEL SMILEWELL) 
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